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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following Office Action is based on Application No. 10/699,037 filed on 
October 31, 2003 having claims 23 and Figures 1-4. 

2. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 
matters: 

Specification 

a) The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

The acronym PDU found in lines 5, 7 and 12 should be changed to "Protocol 
Data Units (PDU)" in all lines. Correction is required. 
See MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

b) Claims 1 , 4, 1 2-1 7, 1 9 and 21 -23 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

In claims 1, 19, and 21-23, the phrase "configured to" should be deleted to make 
the claim positive. 

In claim 4, it is suggested that applicant add the word "of between the words 
"execution" and "the" in line 4. 

In claims 12-17, the acronym BR should be changed to "backwards reporting 

(BR)". 
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In claim 13, the acronym FIFO should be changed to "first-in first-out (FIFO)". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213, (Comm'r Pat. 1935). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-23 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 

For claims 1-21 , the prior art fails to teach a combination of: 

The controller circuitry in conjunction with a first pass classification of a protocol 
data unit of a first type being operative to execute a first script, and in conjunction with a 
first pass classification of a protocol data unit of a second type being operative to 
execute a second script different than the first script, a result of execution of at least one 
of the first and second scripts being storable in the memory circuitry 

A performance monitoring output is generated, responsive to receipt of the 
protocol data unit of the second type, based at least in part on the result of execution of 
at least one of the first and second scripts 

For claim 22, the prior art fails to teach a combination of: 
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Executing a second script different than the first script in conjunction with a first 
pass classification of a protocol data unit of a second type 

Storing a result of execution of at least one of the first and second scripts in the 
memory circuitry 

Generating a performance monitoring output, responsive to receipt of the 
protocol data unit of the second type, based in part of the result of execution of at least 
one of the first and second scripts 

For claim 23, the prior art fails to teach a combination of: 

Executing a second script different than the first script in conjunction with a first 
pass classification of a protocol data unit of a second type 

Storing a result of execution of at least one of the first and second scripts in the 
memory circuitry 

Generating a performance monitoring output, responsive to receipt of the 
protocol data unit of the second type, based in part of the result of execution of at least 
one of the first and second scripts 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shabtay et al. (US 7,197,008 B1) and Corley (US 2005/0086392 
A1) are cited to show systems pertinent to applicant's invention. Corley discloses a 
processor including a controller circuitry operative to control the performance of a 
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continuity check for a plurality of packets. Shabtay discloses an end-to-end monitoring 
mechanism utilizing OAM packets transmitted on the Ethernet service layer. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Farah Faroul whose telephone number is 571-270-1421 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 6:30 AM - 4 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-3126. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




F. Faroul 
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